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and who would liave learned of simple physical matters from such secret undercurrents of corrupt knowledge as to have forever perverted their minds. Yet this first direct step towards an adequate educational approach to this subject has been surprisingly difficult owing to the self-consciousness of grown-up people; for while the children receive the teaching quite simply, their parents often take alarm.?'2
There is all too much evidence of the misfortune and ruin that have befallen so many school children, not to speak of the lack of preparation for parenthood and to face the problems of life for nearly all of them, in the old policy of emasculated education. That evasion and mystery of a natural phenomenon tend to a morbid curiosity and immoral practices have been amply demonstrated by experience. Frank Wedekind's powerful drama, The Awakening of Spring, which so grimly thrusts over the footlights the lesson that blighted lives and even death may be the fate of brilliant school children because of their ignorance of sex truths, was a factor in stimu-
2 From A New Conscience and An Ancient Evil.